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sophical foundation, and thereby we can dispense with all ifs as 
paradoxes and mystifications. p. c. 



DR. EPSTEIN ON THE TABERNACLE. 

Much has been written and published about the construction of 
the Tabernacle and the Temple, but modern investigators have nat- 
urally acquired a habit of studying all the theories that have been pro- 
pounded by their predecessors, whereupon they select from these 
traditional interpretations what they deem most probable. Dr. Ep- 
stein, however, forms an exception to this rule. He belongs to an 
old generation. He is by birth an Israelite and has grown up in the 
old-fashioned way of Jewish tradition. He reads and speaks Hebrew 
fluently, and is as familiar with the Biblical text as devout modern 
Christians frequently are with the King James version. His inter- 
pretation is based upon the original Hebrew, and he has compared 
his views with other explanations only after having formed his own 
opinion. 

The problem of the nature of the Tabernacle is independent 
of the question whether or not the Tabernacle existed. It may 
have been a pure invention as is now commonly believed by critics. 
The problem of the exegetist is above all an expression of the mean- 
ing of the text and what the author of these passages meant to 
describe, and here Dr. Epstein is the best man to give us a correct 
answer. Even among rabbis the knowledge of Hebrew as a liv- 
ing tongue has become rare, and here we have an unbiased ren- 
dering of the text as it impresses itself upon a man who has grown 
up in the language of holy writ. A test of the value of Dr. Epstein's 
conception seems to be that the construction of the Tabernacle ap- 
pears not only feasible but practical. The interpretation of the two 
planks as resting against each other, renders it possible that the 
building could have been easily erected and would withstand even 
a storm in the desert. Further, these planks would not be so heavy 
as to make their transportation impossible to a tribe of migratory 
nomads, while it would be a problem to determine how big beams 
could be transported and be taken up and taken down again as 
readily as a nomad pitches his tent. This tabernacle of Dr. Epstein 
could be easily transported on four ox-carts, and its erection would 
not demand either unusual skill or exertion. At any rate we deem 
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the presentation of his ideas worth the consideration of Old Testa- 
ment students. 

Dr. Epstein contributed to The Monist an article on "The Mo- 
saic Names of God" (July, 1907), wherein he expressed his opinion 
(p. 393) that the author of the 110th Psalm shows his belief in a 
Christ when saying, "The Lord said unto my Lord!" This is a 
straw in the wind explanatory of his conversion to Christianity, and 
it drew upon him some criticism from his former coreligionists, p.c. 



